Emerging drugs for non-small-cell lung cancer.
Non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC) accounts for 80% of all lung cancer cases and is the leading cause of cancer mortality. Despite the optimization of chemotherapy regimens, treatment outcomes for advanced disease are still disappointing. The EGFR tyrosine kinase inhibitor, erlotinib, and the recombinant monoclonal antibody against the VEGF, bevacizumab, have proven active in NSCLC. In the BR.21 trial, a 2-month benefit in overall survival was observed for previously treated NSCLC patients who received erlotinib versus placebo. The combination of chemotherapy plus bevacizumab yielded superior overall survival or progression-free survival in one randomized trial in advanced non-squamous NSCLC patients. However, despite the introduction of more effective agents, new treatment strategies are clearly needed in lung cancer management. The review focuses on a number of new targeted agents/chemotherapy drugs now in clinical trials directed at improving NSCLC management. Mature results regarding their activity and usefulness can be expected in the near future.